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STALIN'S PRESS INTERVIEWS

The drvamatic and umareccdeneed hztensﬁicatlm of the
current Soviet propaganda toeacw. offensive,’”’ as revealed
by Stalin's action in proposing 2 meeting wlth President
Truman, reflects the grave and increasing anxiety of the
Eremlin over the progress of western defonsive platmmg
and economic recovery in western Europe, Stalin’s inter-
views also reveal the continved determination of the Kremlin
to prevent the containment of the USSR by an increasingly
strong western bloc.

Ry presenting his preposal for 2 Truman~Stalin

meeting through the press rather thon through official

channels, smm has mt commﬂcd the UBS R to any speeci-
fle amim anc has been abla o emloi& the hope of the worid
for peace, The msmcer yiv ¢i S;alin’s proposal is revealed
By his refusal 0 mest Prosident "Fruman cutside the Soviet
orbit, whieh is actunlly 2n stiempt to create the impressien
that ﬁ:i.e, West must go to Hslin, Although § Stalin’s health
might keep him from ronking the long jouruey to Washington,
it pmaumably wonld not pre: vent him rom gam{v to 2 neaxby
country outside the Sovist onhit. Moreover, if ihe RKremiia
were cim,ere in its desire {0 meet the W es». msiway, Stalin
worid net have made his prouwosal to the US 2lone. This
approach was undoubiedly dezigned to creaio disunity among
the westarn powers and o arause the suspicions of the non-
Communist world conceraing the pood faith and reliability
cf the US. Thws, although e Kremlin would welcome a
Traman-Slin meeting on Soviet terms, Stalin’s recent

statements offer no evidones of any crxange in hasie Soviet
policy toward the West or of any relaxation of Soviet efforis
topvard the expansion of world Communicm,
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I fte tioing, St in'n irterviow appesrs to ha o bun
moilvated pricy.rily by (ke 1apid dovelopment of the Atz
Pact. Soviet ccacarn ovar {iis devalopment lad iyend;
been expressed in the Kien s blunt note to Norway au
in the recent S¢viet ‘“Vitle Papar’’ on the Pact. Althou::
the USSE, owing; to the proxdmity af Norway, is saquest.aie
ably distrebed cver pesiflg Norvegian adherence Lo the
Atlantic Pnet, the Einst Sov et oanewver reflect: 3oviet
determination t> pravont, deiay, v &t 192st mintalze, the
entire westarn Jdefe s « Hort,
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